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After this, Cardinal de Bouillon no longer affected
any doubt about the authenticity of the discovery. All
his friends complimented him upon it, the majority to
see how he would receive their congratulations. It was
a chaos rather than a mixture, of vanity the most out-
rageous, modesty the most affected, and joy the most
immoderate which he could not restrain.

Unfortunately, De Bar, who had found the precious
document, and who had presented it to Cardinal de
Bouillon, was arrested and put in prison a short time
after this, charged with many forgeries. This event
made some stir, and caused suspicion to fall upon
the document, which was now attentively examined
through many new spectacles. Learned men unac-
quainted with the Bouillons contested it, and De Bar
was so pushed upon this point, that he made many
delicate admissions. Alarm at once spread among the
Bouillons. They did all in their power to ward off
the blow that was about to fall. Seeing the tribunal
firm, and fully resolved to follow the affair to the end,
they openly solicited for De Bar, and employed all
their credit to gain his liberation. At last, finding the
tribunal inflexible, they were reduced to take an ex-
treme resolution. M. de Bouillon admitted to the
King, that his brother, Cardinal de Bouillon, might,
unknown to all of them, have brought forward facts
he could not prove. He added, that putting himself
in the King's hands, he begged that the affair might
be stopped at once, out of consideration for those
whose only guilt was too great credulity, and too much
confidence in a brother who had deceived them. The
King, with more of friendship for M. de Bouillon than